
CENTINELA VALLEY 

Business corridor in El Segundo brings big money 

By Rob Kuznia 

rob.kuznia@langnews.com @robkuznia on Twitter 

The Centinela Valley Union High School District serves a low-income population, but thanks to a quirky
boundary line that juts into an unpopulated portion of El Segundo, the district has rare access to a
gargantuan cash cow.

The eastern half of El Segundo is home to one of the largest concentrations of corporate behemoths in
the nation. It includes aerospace giants Northrop Grumman, Raytheon and Boeing, as well as other
companies such as Xerox and Mattel.

Anytime the voters in the school district serving Hawthorne, Lawndale and Lennox approve a construc-
tion bond, about a third of the money comes from that corridor. The district has passed two such bond
measures since 2008, each worth nearly $100 million.

These bonds have bankrolled the major construction projects underway at all of the district’s three high
schools — Lawndale, Leuzinger and Hawthorne.

That same business corridor also sits in the Wiseburn School District, whose three elementary schools
and one middle school serve a 4-square-mile patch wedged between El Segundo and Hawthorne.

That district, too, has leveraged the business district, passing a series of bond measures in the early
2000s that resulted in tearing down and rebuilding all four schools in that district.

For years, the students of the K-8 Wiseburn district were technically supposed to matriculate into the
Centinela Valley Union High School District. (In recent years, most kids in the district have opted to go to
other schools, including a pair of charters in Wiseburn called Da Vinci schools.) This past November,
voters in the Wiseburn district voted to become a unified school district with its own high school. The
money to build that school will come from yet another bond measure — and the results are expected to
be spectacular.

Preliminary renderings of Wiseburn High depict a futuristic building with plenty of natural lighting, an
abundance of glass and a square atrium cutting down the middle of all four floors.

The school will be designed by Gensler, one of the largest architecture firms in the United States.
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