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District Attorney’s Office receives complaints about compensation
for Centinela Valley chief Jose Fernandez
By Rebecca Kimitch , The Daily Breeze DailyBreeze.com

Centinela Valley Union High School District superintendent
Jose A. Fernandez talks to students during opening of new
Media Center at Hawthorne High. (Robert Casillas / Staff
Photographer)

More stories .investigating the Centinela Valley

The Los Angeles County district attorney’s Public Integrity
Division has received several complaints regarding Centinela
Valley schools Superintendent Jose Fernandez,

spokeswoman Jane Robison confirmed Thursday.

The complaints have come in recent weeks, after it was  that Fernandez received $663,000revealed Feb. 9
in total compensation last year.

Robison would not elaborate on the complaints nor say whether the District Attorney’s Office is conducting
an investigation.

Hawthorne and Lawndale residents are growing increasingly angry with Fernandez and the Centinela
Valley school board that granted him the lucrative contract. Though many residents had not heard of the
contract a few weeks ago, more than 100 parents, residents and teachers lashed out Tuesday night at
district leaders during a .school board meeting

Board member Hugo Rojas responded that he was not aware that he had approved such a large
compensation package for Fernandez, who has been at the helm of the district since late 2008.

Many people voiced their outrage at the meeting.

“I propose that there be a special recall election for this whole board, and a criminal investigation into your
breach of your fiduciary responsibilities,” said one man, prompting cheers.

Rojas was among four of the five current board members who unanimously approved Fernandez’s
employment contract in late 2009. The contract includes a bevy of perks and benefits that added nearly
$400,000 to his base salary of $271,000 in calendar year 2013. Although $215,000 of that came from a
one-time expense, the contract grants Fernandez a 9 percent raise annually.

Centinela is made up of just three high schools — Lawndale, Leuzinger and Hawthorne — but Fernandez’s
compensation in 2013 more than doubled his peers in larger South Bay districts and was much larger even
than that of Los Angeles Unified School District Superintendent John Deasy. LAUSD serves nearly 100
times as many students as Centinela Valley — 650,000 compared to 6,600.

The district also gave Fernandez a  in 2012 to buy a Ladera Heights home, even$910,000 low-interest loan
though he was in the middle of his second bankruptcy.
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Staff writer Rob Kuznia contributed to this article.

Reach the author at  .Rebecca.Kimitch@sgvn.com
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