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Centinela Valley school board hires media-relations consultant amid
fallout
By Rob Kuznia , The Daily Breeze DailyBreeze.com

More stories .investigating the Centinela Valley

After the fireworks died down at a raucous public meeting, the embattled Centinela Valley Union High
School board this week hired a public relations consultant to help trumpet positive news amid a storm of
bad publicity.

The board on Tuesday night voted 4-0, with member Gloria Ramos abstaining, to hire media consultant
and award-winning journalist John Schwada at a cost not to exceed $24,000 under a contract with no end
date. He will be paid $175 an hour.

The district serving three comprehensive high schools in Lawndale and Hawthorne is under fire for the
extraordinary compensation package of Superintendent Jose Fernandez, who collected $663,000 in total
compensation last year.

Tuesday night marked the first time the board had faced the public since the Daily Breeze revealed
Fernandez’s compensation package in a Feb. 9 article, and the crowd of at least 100 was hostile.

Reached Wednesday, Schwada said that while many other school districts in the area employ a
media-relations person, the Centinela Valley Union High School District has no such professional on staff.

“I have been very impressed by all the accomplishments of this district,” he said. “I’ve found that there has
been no concerted effort to help the public understand that.”

He said, for instance, that the percentage of students reaching proficiency in math and English has surged
by upwards of 30 percent since Fernandez took the helm in 2008.

“These are things that they should be bragging about,” he said. “I just don’t think that anybody has
sufficiently informed the public about it.”

Teachers union President Jack Foreman — an outspoken critic of Fernandez’s contract — said he agrees
that the district could do a better job touting its successes.

“I defend the progress in the educational programs in the district,” he said. “So I mean, maybe I’m being a
little hypocritical by criticizing the media-consulting company, but no — I think it’s outrageous they would
spend another significant sum of money on something to control the scandal that they have caused by
approving this nutty contract.”

Advertisement

Schwada spent 35 years in journalism, working as a reporter for the Los Angeles Herald-Examiner and the
Los Angeles Times, as well as for Fox 11 News. The investigative reporter racked up two L.A.-area Emmy
Awards, a Golden Mike and numerous Los Angeles Press Club awards.
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