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Centinela Valley school board calls hastily arranged special meeting to discuss superintendent

Negotiations are focus of hastily called meeting

Giving barely 24 hours’ notice, the Centinela Valley Union High
School District has scheduled a special school board meeting for
Wednesday night to discuss the controversial employment contract of
Superintendent Jose Fernandez.

In an indication of the meeting’s significance, the district — which has
been operating under intense statewide scrutiny because of
Fernandez’s extraordinary compensation — will beam in by

teleconference a vacationing board member from a hotel called Sam’s Town Casino in Las Vegas.

The hastily called meeting infuriated teachers union President Jack Foreman, who noted that the next
regular meeting was slated for April 15.

“It stinks,” he said, when reached by phone Tuesday evening. “It looks sneaky, it looks suspicious, it looks
like they are trying to sneak something past the public.”

The district — which oversees three comprehensive high schools in Lawndale and Hawthorne — issued a
bulletin by mass email at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday to inform the public of the special meeting, which starts at 7
p.m. Wednesday.

Fernandez and the board have been under fire since the Daily Breeze reported two months ago that the
superintendent’s employment contract enabled his  to balloon to $663,000 last year. Ittotal compensation
also allowed him to take a low-interest, $910,000 loan from the district to purchase a home in Ladera
Heights.

Fernandez has since voluntarily forfeited a few perks for the remainder of the school year, but he hasn’t
discussed details. The board, meanwhile, has said it plans to renegotiate some of the terms in his
contract.

On the agenda for Wednesday night’s meeting is a closed-session item during which board President
Maritza Molina and a district-hired attorney will discuss labor negotiations with Fernandez and his
attorney.
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If the board takes action in closed session, it must report it to the public during the open-session portion of
the meeting.

The open-session segment includes only one item of business: entering into a contract with the law firm
Atkinson, Andelson, Loya, Ruud & Romo.

Foreman lamented that he might not be able to make the meeting due to an out-of-town scheduling
conflict. He said he does not know what to expect.

“With them you never can tell, but with their record you can always expect it’s going to be something that’s
not in the interest of the public,” he said.

By law, government entities in California must give at least 24 hours’ notice for a special meeting,
according to the guide to the Brown Act posted online by the League of California Cities.

Centinela Valley officials met that requirement for the meeting with 30 minutes to spare.
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