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State’s graduation rate tops 80 percent; Centinela Valley posts big improvement

Centinela Vally dropout rate dips sharply from 24 to 18 percent

The high school graduation rate in California inched steadily in the right direction last year, topping 80
percent for the first time, while the dropout rate also improved incrementally, according to a report
released Monday by the California Department of Education.

Four years after starting high school, 80.2 percent of the state’s pupils graduated last year. Meanwhile,
11.6 percent of the students in the class of 2013 dropped out at some point over the course of their
four-year careers. That’s compared to last year’s statewide graduation rate of 78.9 percent and dropout
rate of 13.1 percent.

“For the first time in our state’s history, more than 80 percent of our students are graduating — a clear
sign of their hard work and the support they receive from their teachers, families and communities,” State
Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Torlakson said Monday. “We are continuing toward our goal of
graduating 100 percent of our students with the skills and knowledge they will need to succeed.”

Posting the most impressive improvement in the South Bay is the Centinela Valley school district serving
Lawndale, Leuzinger and Hawthorne high schools, where the dropout rate decreased in one year from 24
percent to 18 percent.

The progress in Centinela brings its dropout rate to about the same level as that in the Los Angeles
Unified School District, which moved the needle in the right direction by three percentage points, bringing
it to 17.3 percent.

Centinela also boosted its graduation rate, from 64.7 percent in 2011-12 to 68.2 percent last year. LAUSD
made similar gains on this measure, bettering its graduation rate from 66.6 percent to 67.9 percent.

Elsewhere in the South Bay, the dropout rates are so low — and graduation rates so high — that they
really haven’t been much of a point of concern. However, the measures will likely take on added
significance in  because they’ll be integrated into the Academic Performance Index scorescoming years
on which schools are judged.

The dropout rates held steady at 1.6 percent in Torrance Unified and 3.8 percent in Redondo Beach
Unified. Mira Costa High in Manhattan Beach witnessed an uptick in its dropout rate, from 1.7 percent to
2.9 percent. El Segundo High’s dropout rate went the other way, from 5 percent to 1 percent.
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In Centinela, Allan Mucerino, the district’s assistant superintendent of educational services, attributed the
major improvement to a more focused approach to identifying wayward students early on.

The district, he said, has cleaned up an old practice that appeared to be an attempt to game the system:
sending hordes of students to Lloyde Continuation School in an effort to boost test scores at the
comprehensive high schools.

“Our plan is having timely intervention,” he said. “Going to Lloyde isn’t a timely intervention; it should be a
last resort. But for the right student, it’s appropriate.”

Other options for credit-deficient students include taking an online credit-recovery course or an
independent study class, in which the student learns the material largely on his or her own. But Mucerino
envisions a day when these options are replaced by a better way: taking the entire course again.

“The goal is for students to take the course again with a teacher, not a computer or independent study,”
he said. “Research shows that students will try harder when they know there’s not an easy way out.”

State Superintendent Torlakson pointed out that the state dropout rate of 11.6 percent isn’t the inverse of
the graduate rate of 80.2 percent.

The balance of the students — 8.2 percent — were still in school but hadn’t finished within four years, he
said, noting that some students, such as English-language learners, often need five years to finish high
school.

— Staff writer Thomas Himes contributed to this report.
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