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Board revokes paid leave for Centinela Valley Superintendent Jose Fernandez

Fernandez, under fire over his large compensation deal, was put on leave in April

Several weeks after placing Centinela Valley Superintendent Jose
 pending multiple investigations into hisFernandez on paid leave

extraordinary compensation, the school board on Tuesday night
came a step closer to parting ways with him, changing his
employment status to unpaid.

In brief remarks to the audience after a closed session, school board
President Hugo Rojas said the board voted 4-0 — with Maritza

Molina absent — to make the move, which was advised by legal counsel.

“We’ve had extensive review of the investigations” underway, Rojas said. The 40 or so people in the
audience applauded his announcement.

Fernandez has come under fire for drawing a  ranging from $663,000 tototal compensation package
$750,000 in 2013. Four of the five current school board members — with the exception of Lorena
Gonzalez — were on the board that unanimously approved Fernandez’s employment contract in late
2009. (Gloria Ramos voted for the contract, but refused to sign it.)

Teachers union President Jack Foreman applauded the decision but said the board should have come to
it sooner. “People are not ecstatic, because it’s kind of late in coming,” he said. “This guy has already
plundered the community and school district.”

Neither the board nor district officials revealed whether their own internal investigation of Fernandez was
complete or, if so, what it showed. In addition to the internal audit being conducted by a district-hired
company, Fernandez’s hefty compensation is under review by the FBI, the Los Angeles County Office of
Education and the Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office.

Until the district formally terminates Fernandez and moves to hire a new superintendent, Bob Cox has
been serving as interim superintendent. Cox is one of the district’s three assistant superintendents.

The board on Tuesday night also was scheduled to approve new contracts for Cox, Assistant
Superintendent of Business Ron Hacker and Assistant Superintendent of Educational Services Allan
Mucerino. If approved, the new contracts would eliminate the car and cellphone allowances that boosted
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their annual salaries by $9,600. That means Hacker and Mucerino would take a pay cut; under the new
terms, both would be paid $152,625 annually.

Cox, who also still serves as the district’s assistant superintendent of human resources, would get a salary
of $180,871.

The district, which has just three comprehensive high schools, serves the blue-collar communities of
Hawthorne and Lawndale.

Fernandez, who lives in a two-story Ladera Heights house purchased with a low-interest, $910,000 loan
from the district, has declined to comment on any of the board maneuvers since he was placed on paid
leave April 9.
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